Watch the fire from the other bank.

More than 1,800 years ago, two brothers lost a war and a kingdom.
They ran east with a few thousand riders, into a province run by a
man who had never really obeyed the capital. The general who beat
them turned his army around and went home. When his officers
asked why, he gave them two lines. This week you'll learn to write
four characters: [, &, M, X.

Stratagem No. 9 of 36 - one story, one lesson, four characters.
KB F: BBEIK - &7 BB B, W, K
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TWO BROTHERS, ONE PROVINGE

N

Outside the pass gate, a small party waits to ask for shelter.

According to the old book Records of the Three Kingdoms, this happened more than
1,800 years ago. Two brothers had just lost a war, and a kingdom.

They ran east, with a few thousand riders left. The man who beat them did not chase
them to the end.

His officers wanted one more campaign, to finish it. So he said: no army.

"He will send them to me himself." In the ninth month, the army turned around and
went home.

The two brothers reached the far province, and asked to stay. They still had soldiers,
and they still had a name.

(EXE sy
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NOBODY FOUGHT FOR THEM

The tent flap opens, light comes in, and every ojﬁcef turns.
So he solved it before the capital arrived. Nobody fought for them.

Then a messenger rode west. He walked into the tent, said one sentence, and every
officer turned around.

Then his officers asked him why. He gave them two lines. First: that man had always
been afraid of these two brothers.

Push him, and he has to stand with them. Leave him alone, and he does it himself.

He was right. The armies were still on the road home.

(ZHEE)
WHY IT WORKED
Step Who vs who H1Z - pinyin Result
Step back The outsider leaves the room b7 gé Distance is the tool
Wait They stop holding one story F# an Watch from the bank
They turn The work does itself WX guan huo Nobody fights for them

EEME, BIFUF, BRI gé an guan hud
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THE ORIGINAL LINES

(EARI- S IR

The Thirty-Six Stratagems, No. 9 — "Watch the fire from the other bank"

1 yang guai xu luan yin yi dai ni

553 P AL+ BE LU

When things inside are already broken, wait.

2 bao 1i z1  sul qgi shi zi bl

= ~/ HA -~ 2
FRAME > HB Y
A PR BN = HE ©

Their own violence destroys them.

3 shun yi dong yu yu shun yi dong

DL FR > TR B DLE) -

Three lines, nothing more. The last two lines come from the I Ching. The long commentary that
follows in old editions is not part of this text.

JFEXCREIR =4, EMAE (B4): shEIERNL, NI T A8, EilBE R EMARITER, A SHE,
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PRACTIGE - [ GE - = AN

Follow the numbers. Write each stroke in order.
et — o RS, BEEHTAERET 5 R,

g e
:‘ ’ to separate; to be apart
i 12 strokes

STROKE ORDER

K¢ ] RS 2 =

12

YOUR TURN

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

L an

bank; shore

8 strokes
STROKE ORDER
)
— !
—
/ = A
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

YOUR TURN

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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PRACTICE - %7 GUAN - -~k HUO

Same order again. Write slowly, and say the sound out loud.
G584 N, MRS 7 UET A,

guan
to watch
6 strokes

STROKE ORDER

7 2 A0 YA

1 2 3 4

YOUR TURN

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

fire

4 strokes

STROKE ORDER

\ / )
\o
1 2 3 4

YOUR TURN

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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PRACTICE - & = %1~k GE AN GUAN HUO

Trace the first row, then write the whole phrase four times. Say it out loud each time.

gé an gu?n
'1_'?_ | g}LﬂJ

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

FEEMK - Watch the fire from the other bank.
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THREE MORE WORDS

dui an
1 XT Ly

)
the other bank.

zhan zai dul an kan hud

uhi AEX R B Ko
Watch the fire from the other bank.

He was not there. That was the point.

shuo fa
C Ik
the story someone tells.
ta men de shudo fa 1 de zhu shi yin weéi ni zhan zai dul mian
il 1T By W IR 2 E, 2R OVIR uh X @\ o
Their story holds because you are standing in front of it.

They will not agree on the colours, or the dates, or who said it first.

jlao shul

3 g

A 7K
glue.
wai mian na ge rén jiu shi jiao shul. ni yi zou jiao shui jit méi le
Ah T R AR R R K. IR—E, BRIKELIR T
The person outside is the glue. Move away, and the glue is gone.

So the question is not "should I move in". It is "am I the glue".
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7/

bbb

SPOT IT - STOP IT 1245 - Biif-

The third time you ask, it is the same answer. If you keep asking, you will hear it until six. If you
stop asking, you do not know what happens next.

IBJF AR

Step back: stay nobody Walk in: become the glue
wai rén bu zai le xian hé shou

G N AHE T & & F

The outsider is gone They join hands first

jia zi jI wang xia zai yil gi hui téu
frteEd & B E sk

The price goes down by itself Then they turn together
shi zi ji lido zuihou yi qi ji ni
HHCD T & Ja — i id IR
The thing settles itself And both remember you

Two things you can do with a fight that is not yours. One is loud. One is patient. Only one of them
costs nothing. So, one line: push, and they stand together; step back, and they turn on each other.
—IARIRRIZE, VREEMIRIFS, —RfmR, —Fpig; A —RrEEk, —ang: &R, Mubs—H; BT, Milh
FE
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SEVEN DAYS, SEVEN QUESTIONS

Ilav 1  Whois the glue in a fight you keep stepping into? f&7k jiao shui
DAY 2 Which answer have you stopped questioning? %% dd an
DAy 3 1fyou stepped back this week, what would finish itself? JE—2F tui yi bu
DAV 4 what is burning that you do not actually need to put out? X hud
DAY 5 Whose story only holds while you are standing in front of it? Bii% shuo fa
Ilav 6 What would you have to stop asking, to find out the truth? ] wen
DAy 7 Which fight is not yours — and who wants you in it? 2 jia
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WEEK 9 REVIEW

Yoko %91t /36
Read the 36 Stratagems with Yoko

v b oL
15 A % FHAE 7 EL, BADAREMY, #PEHE, HIBEEE, MR,
gé an guan huo f% J||)fj [/‘J\ij] 5
(AR RREMA D
=1 BRSt - THIH - W5 _ | PHYAIY Il _o | RBRNL - i ik
THEN LOSERS, STILL ARMED NO ARMY, NO ORDERS NOT PRESENT, STILL WINNING

7 i, ERIB _,| S5it vs 9t

mrioce | THE OUTSIDER IS THE GLUE AM I THE GLUE?

25 Fl—h &= ) BN ABIA _| RREREAETE

ToDAY TODAY SAME TWO PEOPLE WHO IS THE GLUE?

EHA [LERLINAiE) _| sl | Aty

porciean | ONEROOM EACH ONE HAS TO BEAT THE OTHER SAME ORDER, FEWER MEETINGS

| smmpmsk - DO NOT BE THE GLUE

The one-page summary of this week. /&—Fk4,

1. In one sentence: why did he turn his army around instead of chasing them?

2. What does [&5¥ K mean, in your own words?

3. Which of this week's four characters can you write now without looking: f, &, W, or X?

4. Think of two people who agree only while you are in the room. What happens when you leave?

Where are you the glue this week — and what would happen if you stepped back?
IXJEVRAEME) LEARIRK? 2RI, SREMA?

Zheé zhou ni zai nar shi na pingjiao shui? Yao shi tui kai, hui fa shéng shén me?

BOYI {#% - Think Like a Chinese Strategist - Week 9 - © 2026
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License, via Hanzi Writer data.
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