W VB HA. 2

Cross at Chencang in secret.

More than 2,200 years ago, a long war had just ended and the
empire was cut into eighteen kingdoms. The weakest share, on the
other side of the mountains, went to one man. His army walked in
on a wooden road, and he burned it behind him. For four months,

nothing came out of those mountains. In the eighth month, his
army came out at Chencang by another road. This week you'll learn
to write four characters: i, J&, &, 1.

Stratagem No. 8 of 36 - one story, one lesson, four characters.
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Fire runs along the plank road; the beams drop away one by one.

There is a saying in Chinese: build the road in the open, cross in secret. The old book
Shiji never says anyone rebuilt that road.

According to the old book Shiji, this happened more than 2,200 years ago. A long war
had just ended, and the empire was cut into eighteen kingdoms.

The weakest share went to the farthest corner, on the other side of the mountains. To
get there, his army walked a wooden road pinned to a cliff.

When he was through, he burned it behind him. Partly to stop raiders. But mostly, to
send one message: I am not coming back.

For four months, nothing came out of those mountains. And the man on the other side
stopped thinking about him.

(CARNETER N )
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THE OLD ROAD

s

An old road, halfburiedn grass.
In the eighth month, an order came. They did not rebuild the road.

They took an old road — the Old Road. It went the long way round: west first, then
north.

They came out at Chencang. He fought outside the city, and lost.

He fell back to a second town, and lost there too. He fell back again and again. And the
land north of the mountains was Liu Bang's.

A burned road only tells you where the last army went. It says nothing about the next
one.

(CURNETER N )
WHY IT WORKED
Step Who vs who H3Z - pinyin Result
Look there Aburnedroad, and one message % an He stops watching
Wait Four months of nothing & du Not silence — work
Go here The Old Road, west then north f& € chén cang Chencang, then the north

Bers it E—SZERAMIRILAE,  BETEFR G an du chén cang
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THE ORIGINAL LINES

(=AoNH- 28U )

The Thirty-Six Stratagems, No. 8 — "Cross at Chencang in secret”

1 shi zhi yi dong

N Z LA

Show movement.

2 i gi jing ér you zhu

MERFMA F

Profit when they are quiet and settled.

3 yl dong ér Xxun

25 B 52 <

Three lines, nothing more. The last line comes from the I Ching. The long commentary that
follows in old editions is not part of this text.

XX HEIX =M, REJHEH (BE). FHABIGEZERANTER, T HE,
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PRAGTIGE -
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Ky
=J
=’

Follow the numbers. Write each stroke in order.
et — o RS, BEEHTAERET 5 R,

-

L an
| dark; hidden
13 strokes

STROKE ORDER

I F B < B g
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 10 11
12 13
YOUR TURN
du
to cross water
12 strokes
N\ A —
N / } o ‘ L
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 10 11

12

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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PRACTICE - [ CHEN - ¢ CANG

Same order again. Write slowly, and say the sound out loud.
G584 N, MRS 7 UET A,

cheén
N\ to lay out; old

7 strokes

STROKE ORDER

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

YOUR TURN

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

cang
storehouse
4 strokes

STROKE ORDER
/ o j

1 2 3 4

YOUR TURN

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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PRAGTIGE -

R h L] o —
5% 5 AN DU GHEN GANG

Trace the first row, then write the whole phrase four times. Say it out loud each time.

cang

chén

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

R - Cross at Chencang in secret.
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THREE MORE WORDS

shao

|3

ySie
to burn.
rén yi gudo wan td jiu zai shén hou bd ta shao le
AN—F 5%, fEfE s FHEE R T,
When he was through, he burned it behind him.

That is what the fire was for. A sentence, not a wall.

jiu 1u
H
an old road.

td men zO0u de shi yi tido jiu lu gu

@M%ME*RE%——W

They took an old road — the Old Road.

It went the long way round: west first, then north.

ql xian

" HIRR

a deadline.
na bi kou fei bu shi pian ju shi yi gé ni bu zai ding zhe de q1 xian

MEMBAZ W R, 2 MRAHEIT HRHR .
The charge was not a trick. It was a deadline you stopped watching.

Nothing was hidden from you. The date was written down.
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SPOT IT - STOP IT iR 4 - BifE

7/

The trial is still running. The date is still on the page. You can read that page again tonight, and
stop it. Or you can tell yourself you will do it tomorrow — and tomorrow is the day it charges.

fEIE /R PY

Quiet that builds

bu ti shéng ri
A4 4 H

The birthday is not mentioned

FEUR Y

Quiet that hides

bu ti ri q1
A1 H #

The date is not mentioned

zai bdi pan
£ & #&

The plates are being set

xido zi zai ye jido
/N AR T

The small print is in the footer

mén yi kai shi zhén de
N —J 2 B i

Itisreal when the door opens

san shi y1 tian yi dao jiu kou
= +t— X — 2 #® H

Day thirty-one charges

Two ways to go quiet. One builds something, one hides something. Same silence. Different thing
behind it. So, one line: a burned road is not a closed door.

AHFGPIR: —REER, —RMEBURPG, —FERZE:, JRIECE A AR, —fih: REmiEs, A5 TH

SERIT T,
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SEVEN DAYS, SEVEN QUESTIONS

Ilav 1  Which page did you click once, and never read again? DU ye jido
Day 2 Whatare you waiting for — and is anything being built while you wait? % déng
DAy 3 what has gone quiet on you, and what is behind that quiet? 22t an jing
DAV 4 which deadline did you stop watching? HARR g1 xian
Dav 9 Whatdid you burn behind you, and who stopped looking? %% shao
Ilav 6 When someone is quiet, is that work or is that hiding? J cang
DAy 7 Which road are you sure is closed — and which one are you not watching? [HEE jit lu
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WEEK 8 REVIEW

Yoko 58 1t/36
Read the 36 Stratagems with Yoko

5 U8 1 2

W A U 4 T2 ME, FRBTAE, WAL,

an du chén cang Show movement. Profit when they are quiet and settled.

o BEWtRIE - JBLORIELE _o| I EOT - B | WAL - AR
THEN A REASON TO STOP WATCHING NOTHING VISIBLE, ALL WORK TIME DID THE WORK

H w1 - A _| iR A EEM?

THE LOGIC CALM AND SETTLED DOES HE STILL ASK?

a5 S gt UH - HITESC B _y APIEAE - ARRLM | =R EBA?
TODAY THE DATE IS STILL THERE STOPPED ASKING ‘WHO STOPPED LOOKING?
EH AREH - ABHERIE _| BB R - (RS | MI=0F - BiE RN

DO IT CLEAN NOT UNTRUE, JUST SILENT BUILD SOMETHING REAL REAL ROAD, ONE STEP EARLY

| #epsogs, A%FE5ERIT- A BURNED ROAD IS NOT A CLOSED DOOR

The one-page summary of this week. /&—Fk4,

1. In one sentence: why did he burn the road behind him?

2. What does &[5 mean, in your own words?

3. Which of this week's four characters can you write now without looking: i, 7%, [, or &?

4. Think of a road you are sure is closed. When did you last walk up and check it?

Which door are you assuming is shut — and when did anyone actually try it?
WO R RAERT? E—IRE NEREE, ZAlE?

Na shan mén ni yi wéi shi guan si de? Shang yi ci you rén zhén qu tul ta, shi shén me shi hou?
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