BOYI 52 - WEEK 7

wu zhong shéeng you

¥ 1A

Make something out of nothing.

More than 1,200 years ago, a city was under siege and had almost
no arrows. At night, the men on the wall lowered straw figures in
black clothes. The camp shot at them all night. Later they lowered

the ropes again, and the camp only laughed — so what came down
that time were real soldiers. This week you'll learn to write four

characters: ¢, H#, 4, H.

Stratagem No. 7 of 36 - one story, one lesson, four characters.
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STRAW MEN ON THE WALL

=3 =

Straw, black cloth, rope — the bundle takes the shape of a man.

According to the old book New Book of Tang, this happened more than 1,200 years ago.
A city was under siege. Inside, one problem: no arrows left.

Outside, a camp much bigger than the city. At night, they carried bundles of straw up
the wall.

They dressed the straw in black clothes, and tied ropes on it. Then they lowered them
over the wall, one by one.

From below, a man in black on a rope looks like a man. The camp saw them. Bows came

up.

For a long time, nobody down there noticed. What they had been shooting was straw.
oA 5kI8 L)
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THE SEGOND TIME WAS REAL

The second time, what comes down the ropes is not straw.

Up on the wall, they pulled the bundles back over the edge. Every bundle was stuck full
of arrows.

The soldiers stood around them and pulled the arrows out. That night, the city had
arrows again.

Later, they lowered ropes again. The camp looked, and laughed. Nobody picked up a
bow.

This time, what came down the ropes was not straw. They hit the ground running,
straight into the camp.

The camp burned. The city that had no arrows was still standing.

R 5K E)
WHY IT WORKED
Step Who vs who HZ - pinyin Result
Look there Straw men on ropes, black clothes Jewua No arrows left
Shoot it Arrows all night, into straw 4 shéng The city has arrows again
Go again Nobody picks up a bow A you Real soldiers, real fire

IS, FAYME R KHk, FP44 wi zhong sheng you
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THE ORIGINAL LINES

otk satt ThAdf)

The Thirty-Six Stratagems, No. 7 — "Make something out of nothing”

1 kuang yé fei kuang yé

it 0 JE BE

Deceive — but then make the deception true.

2 shi qi sud kuang ye.

;l =L ﬁﬁ nﬂ: ﬂl

3 shao yIn tai tai yang

/DR ji N

Dark below, bright above.

Three lines, nothing more. The last line is read from yin and yang in the I Ching; this stratagem
does not name a hexagram, so we don't either. The long commentary that follows in old editions
is not part of this text.

JFAHIX =4, DB, KA. KB HE (B4); [HIRARBGERWE—H, XEMHAR, JRHBALEZERART
TERE, NHEFSHE,
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PRACTICE - = W0 - + ZHONG

Follow the numbers. Write each stroke in order.

Jefii—m o wes, HERTRET S5 E.

wu

nothing; without
4 strokes

STROKE ORDER

—
—
1 2 3 4

YOUR TURN

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

zhong

inside; middle

4 strokes
STROKE ORDER
IR o 3[R = ]
1 2 3 4

YOUR TURN

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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PRACTICE - ~= SHENG - & YOU

Same order again. Write slowly, and say the sound out loud.
G584 N, MRS 7 UET A,

shéng

to give birth; to grow

5 strokes
STROKE ORDER
/ ,
—
————
1 2 3 4 5

YOUR TURN

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

you
to have
6 strokes

STROKE ORDER
/ ’]
1 2 3 4 5 6

YOUR TURN

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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PRAGTIGE - =+~

=75 WO ZHONG SHENG YOU

Trace the first row, then write the whole phrase four times. Say it out loud each time.

wu

zhong

shéng

you

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

JeHAf - Make something out of nothing.
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THREE MORE WORDS

cdo rén

CEA

a figure made of straw.

td men she le ban tian de shi cdo
fit i1 5 7 KRBy, ZBHE,
What they had been shooting was straw.

The straw was not the trick. It was only the first half.

jian
2 A%
HIJ
arrow.
chéng I zhi you yi ge weén ti: jian shé guang le
WEHA D WE . & T,
Inside, one problem: no arrows left.

Every bundle was stuck full of arrows.

zhén de

CE

real.

di ér cl ké néng shi zhén de
Ay — = |
R, Al BE 2 H Y
The second one might be real

So the fake cannot stay fake. Something real has to come out of it.
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7/

SPOT IT - STOP IT iR 4 - BifE

The alarm has gone off twice this month. Both times, nothing. So the third time, nobody stands
up. Someone says: it is the kettle again. Then the smell comes under the door.

S i

A bridge: the fake buys time

cdo rén huan jian
- Ve
BONO#OH

Straw bought the arrows

Atrap: nothing behind it

zhi fa tong gdo
ik @ A

Only the press release

yan xi huan tui zhi you yang zhang
WS i R HA & K
Adrill buys the legs Only the sample
cdi pai huan yan cha yong yuan zai xia zhou
S | R 7 I (A N
Arehearsal buys the show Always next week

Two ways to use a fake. One is a bridge, one is a trap. Sooner or later, someone walks around the
back and looks. So, one line: the second one might be real.
H MRy Awikh: —Rits, —MEb BREAEASIEEE R, —AIE: 8Bk, rlaeEEm,
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SEVEN DAYS, SEVEN QUESTIONS

Ilav 1  Which alarm did you stop believing this week? K% hud jing
y P g

Day 2 What was the first time a warning was wrong — and what did you stop %4 jing gao
checking after it?

Ilav 3  Where are you shooting arrows at something that is only straw? A cdorén
y g g y

Day 4 whatis your fake buying time for — and is the real thing being built yet? i shi jian

DAY 8 1fsomeone hands you the same show twice, when do you pick up the bow  #£%¢ huai yi

again?
Ilav 6 Whichof your own warnings has become background noise? )18t xi guan
Day 7 what would you have to make real, before it stops being a lie? HIf zhén de
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WEEK 7 REVIEW

Yoko %74 /36
Read the 36 Stratagems with Yoko

714 4 Wi, MR, R DK, K. AR
wu zhongshéng you (AR ER)

; . A EE - R
= S0 - DRI | EAh - R | B el 2
THEN NOTHING LEFT THE FAKE PAID FOR THE REAL LAOCZ)AIg\{\IGi LNDITHEYSIOREED
i FL\ vs HI% | RFE-vs H
THE LOGIC A HABIT, A DEFENCE MAKE THE FAKE REAL
5 AR - - | R L | s i
TODAY TODAY SAME LESSON, BOTH SIDES ‘WHICH ONE IS REAL?
R WA | HERA R | B - R
DO IT CLEAN A DRILL THE STAIRS, LEARNED THE DRILL IS THE REAL ONE

I F—/N&5, BE—%, AR T - A FIRST TIME, PRACTISED

The one-page summary of this week. /&—Fk4,

1. In one sentence: what did the camp shoot at all night?

2. What does JLH4:H mean, in your own words?

3. Which of this week's four characters can you write now without looking: 7, #, %, or H7?

4. Think of a time a warning was wrong twice. What did you stop doing after that?

Which second time this week might be real — and what did you stop checking?
IXJEM—R T8k, AIREREN? IRTHERZHA?
Zhé zhou nd yi ci di ér ci, ké néng shi zhén de? Ni bu zai chd de shi shén me?
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Stroke data: Make Me a Hanzi (https://github.com/skishore/makemeahanzi), derived from Arphic Technology fonts under the Arphic Public
License, via Hanzi Writer data.
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