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Kill with a borrowed knife.

You don't have to be the one who says it. You only have to know
whose hand to borrow — and to make sure the knife never ends up
in yours. This week you'll learn to write four characters: &, /J, 7%,

A.

Stratagem No. 3 of 36 - one story, one lesson, four characters.
AKFEY: AGTIRN - 47 fH5. Tl R A
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HI“EDLIST NOBODY WAS SUPPOSED T0

Zheng Huan Gong looked at Kuai's walls — and asked a different question.

Kuai was a small state next to Zheng. It was small, but it had good people: ministers who
could run a state, generals who could hold a wall. As long as they were there, Kuai was
not easy to take.

So Zheng Huan Gong did not send soldiers. He sent questions. Who in Kuai is worth
something? Write down every name.

Then he wrote something next to those names: official titles. Good farmland. "After it's
done, this is yours."

It looked like a deal between friends. He rolled the list up, tied it, and waited for a dark
night.

CGEFART- BT
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THE KNIFE WAS ALREADY IN KUAI'S
HAND

The lord of Kuairead the names himself.

At night, outside Kuai's city gate, his men built a small altar. They killed a chicken and a
pig, smeared the blood, swore an oath. Then they buried the list in the ground, like a
treaty — and left, quietly.

In the morning, someone in Kuai dug it up. The lord of Kuai read the names: his own
best men, promised land by the enemy, buried in secret.

To him, it was not a list. It was a plan. So he did the work for Zheng: he killed them all.

Zheng lost no one. No siege, no battle. Zheng Huan Gong simply moved his army in, and
Kuai fell easily. He never killed one of them himself. He didn't need to — the knife was
already in Kuai's own hand.

CEBARF- BB T )
WHY IT WORKED
Step Who vs who W2 - pinyin Result
What Zheng did He wrote a list of names # ¥ ming dan | Titles,land, a promise

What he planted | An altar an oath, a buried treaty #%) méng yué | It looked official

What Kuai did Its lord killed his own men B0 yixin Zheng never touched them

Zheng Huan Gong borrowed a hand — Kuai's own. f&§ JJ% A jié dao sha rén
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THE ORIGINAL LINES

EARISE=ETIRN)

The Thirty-Six Stratagems, No. 3 — "Kill with a borrowed knife"

1 yl ming, you wei ding

'&i&ﬂﬂ /i*/{ )

The enemy is clear. Your ally hasn't chosen a side.

2 yin you sha zi cha 1

5|/921—'&i Aw’] 4

Let the ally do the striking. Don't spend your own strength.

3 yi un tul  yan

vl « Jm » R

Work it out from "Decrease."

Three lines, nothing more. {fi (stin) is a hexagram in the I Ching — "Decrease": take from what is
strong, add to what is soft. It is the book's logic, not a separate story. The long commentary that
follows in the old editions is not part of this text.

JFESCAER =4, Ty 2 (B BEs GfD, HRAS. UANES—AH, JFHRBAZE (HEARTREB)
TEERARRTERE, TR SHE,
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PRACTICE - 1 JIE - 7J DAO

Follow the numbers. Write each stroke in order.
et — o RS, BEEHTAERET 5 R,

10 strokes

A8 it

STROKE ORDER

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

YOUR TURN

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

dao
a knife; a blade

2 strokes

STROKE ORDER
1 2

YOUR TURN

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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PRACTICE - =< SHA - \_REN

Same order again. Write slowly, and say the sound out loud.

sha

to kill
6 strokes
STROKE ORDER
/ N
< —
TR
1 2 3 4 5 6

YOUR TURN

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

ren
a person; people
2 strokes

STROKE ORDER

J A

1 2

YOUR TURN

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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PRACTICE - 12 725 A JIE DAO SHA REN

Trace the first row, then write the whole phrase four times. Say it out loud each time.

dao

sha

rén

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

f&T1F3 N - Kill with a borrowed knife.
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THREE MORE WORDS

chu 1

LT

to put in effort; to lend a hand.

Zhéng Huangong méi you cha 1
A — ‘\}—L
KooH kAT,
Zheng Huan Gong didn't lift a finger.
The original says ~H {7 — don't spend your own effort. He got the result without doing the work.

wei ding
CRE
not yet decided; undecided.
ta hdi méi ding
N N —
fth it & 7€
He hasn't decided yet.
K ARE — your ally hasn't picked a side. In this story, the knife changed hands before anyone chose.

ming dan

' 4 o

a name list.

ming dan mai zai chéng mén wai mian
C i A T T

The list was buried outside the city gate.

The whole plot hangs on one list. Write down the names, and the other side does the rest.
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7/

SPOT IT - STOP IT iR 4 - BifE

A coworker leans in and tells you the manager trashed your project in front of everyone. "You
should push back. Today." He sounds like he's on your side. You stand up in the meeting — and
now you are the one who fought the manager. He gets a fight he didn't start.

F - shou J] - dao

The hand you borrow The knife you might become
ké xin de rén ta rang ni qu dul
CIRERSIUN fh ik fRE X

People you trust He sends you in to fight

shi shi ta zi ji budong

L= fit B A 3

Facts you can check He stays out of it

Before you charge in, ask one question: who wins if I charge in? If the answer is not you, don't go.
Borrow a hand — never be the knife.

M ERZRSER—fA Fob bR, WERZE? EERNZRE, k. ERIARNTE, IS5, Chong
shang qu zhi gian xian wen yi ju: wo chong shang qu, shui zui shou yi? Da an bt shini de hua, jiu bié qu.
Jie bié rén de shou, bié dang bié rén de dao.
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SEVEN DAYS, SEVEN QUESTIONS

Day1 wno keeps "asking around" on your behalf — and who are they really F107 dé ting
asking for?

DAY 2 1ast time someone pushed you to confront somebody — what did they get 222 shou yi

out of it?
DAY 3  Which of your own fights were actually somebody else's fight? f&7] jie dao
Day 4 whose hand could you borrow this week — a person whose words carry more i jie

weight than yours?

DAy 5 what would you be borrowing — a rule, a fact, or a person? Which one is % gan jing

clean?
DAYy 6 Where are you the knife right now, without knowing it? 71 dao
y g g
DAY 1s there something you want done that you could get done without doing it 77 cha li
7 yourself? Be honest about whether it's fair.
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WEEK 3 REVIEW

€< LIE PN

Read the 36 Stratagems with Yoko Killwith a borrowed Koife.

WMEHR , ZAKXE , 31 ZAH , FaHAn, U GR) #iE.
The enemy is clear. Your ally hasn't chosen a side. Let the ally strike. Save your own strength.

R

ORIGINAL
Based on “Decrease” in the I Ching / Bl (F£2) MR

1
thj Irﬁyﬁciﬁpaﬁ fn.n BEBELA—HET The lord kill
TN Bury the list like a treaty R —

B B - BFE B, RREIKET]

He borrowed fear Sometimes the knife is you

El
2

RIS RETTER R T SHETHIA fiAFEI—inLe

A coworker le: You take the fight He gets a fight he did not start

'WHO WINS IF I CHARGE IN? NOT THE KNIFE

234
- o EHGHA
nd:: et it _’
ST Your kid will not listen The coach says it. He nods.

= % [ o I ]

Before you charge in, ask: who wins?

B

The one-page summary of this week. /&—Fk4,

1. In one sentence: why did Zheng Huan Gong never fight a battle?

2. What does f& /] A\ mean, in your own words?

3. Which of this week's four characters can you write now without looking: f&, /J, &, or A?

4. Think of one time you got pushed into a fight. Whose knife were you?

Did anyone hand you a knife this week — and did you notice before you used it?
XA NIBLEIR—ET]? REMZ BTG R 7?2

Zhé zhou you méi you rén di géi ni yi bd dao? Ni zai yong zhi qidn kan cha 14i le ma?
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