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- WEEK 2

Weéi  Wel jiu  Zhao

B 4 2

Besiege Wei to rescue Zhao.

You don't win by rushing into the fight. You win by making the fight
happen somewhere else. This week you'll learn to write four
characters: [, #{, %, i#X.

Stratagem No. 2 of 36 - one story, one lesson, four characters.
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ONE WALLED GITY, TWO ARMIES

In 354 BC, the kingdom of Wei sent its best army to surround Handan, the capital of
Zhao.

The general was Pang Juan. He had won before, and everyone knew it.
Handan could not hold out for long. Zhao sent messengers to Qi, and begged for help.

Qi sent General Tian Ji — and with him, a strategist named Sun Bin.
CRIE) BNt GFRETIE)
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THE GITY NOBODY EXPEGTED

"R A a ; o
Everyone expected Qi at Handan. Qi went to Daliang.

Tian Ji said: let's march straight to Handan and fight them head-on. That is what anyone
would do.

Sun Bin said no. We would march for days. By the time we arrive, our men are
exhausted, and tired soldiers lose to fresh ones.

Weli's best soldiers are all at Handan. Their own capital, Daliang, is nearly empty. So we
go to Daliang.

Pang Juan heard Daliang was in danger. He had no choice: he turned back. His army
raced home day and night — and at Guiling, Qi was waiting, rested and ready. Wei was
crushed, and the siege of Handan ended without a single fight there.

Iy BN G RESIE)

WHY IT WORKED
Race Who vs who 2 - pinyin Result
What they saw The army marching on Handan HBEE Han dan Everyone looked there
What they did They went for Daliang instead K% Daliang Wei had to turn back
What was real Wei's home was empty £ bi jiu They had no choice

Sun Bin never went to Handan. He went where Wei had to come back. ZE %% gong qi bi jitt
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THE ORIGINAL LINES

(A7 BEERGE)

The Thirty-Six Stratagems, No. 2 — "Besiege Wei to rescue Zhao"

1 gong di bu ru fen di
A& T 4= K

One strong enemy is harder than two weak ones.

2 di yang bu ru di yin

'&Fa;f“&‘zﬁ?;]o

Hit what they show you, and you lose. Hit what they hide, and they break.

Two lines, nothing more. j#sL i i and XCH A come from Sun Tzu's Art of War, not from this
book's text — they are how people explain this stratagem, not what it says.
JESCREIXMA], D) T B (IhVFiR), NERX—IHIEY, 2a AR ERI .
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PRACTICE - [ WEI - % WEI

dhl

Follow the numbers. Write each stroke in order.
et — o RS, BEEHTAERET 5 R,

wel
to surround; to enclose
. 7 strokes

STROKE ORDER

| NAF R E

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

YOUR TURN

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Weli
the kingdom of Wei

17 strokes

»

STROKE ORDER

e
— ] 4

12 13 14 15 16 17

YOUR TURN

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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PRACTICE - 5% JIU - #x ZHAO

Same order again. Write slowly, and say the sound out loud.

e o N\

jiu

11 strokes

STROKE ORDER

g
N
7
1 2 3 4

YOUR TURN

to rescue,

to save
N
, %
\}
5 6 7 8

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

10

11

Zhao

9 strokes
STROKE ORDER
— ] + '
1 2 3 4

YOUR TURN

the kingdom of Zhao

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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PRAGTIGE -

§E

Baskx WEI WEI JIU ZHAO

Trace the first row, then write the whole phrase four times. Say it out loud each time.

Zhao

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

FEIZLKGE - Besiege Wei to rescue Zhao.
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THREE MORE WORDS

weél gong

1%]&

to surround and attack.

td men wéi gong le na zuo chéng

fin {71 B % TR PE B,

They laid siege to that city.
This is the [# in FIZERE.

giu jiu
2 \
Rk
to ask for help; to call for rescue.
Zhao guo xiang Qi gud qiu jiu
+ S 3
& E A 5T E R R
Zhao asked Qi for help.

Zhao called for help. Qi did not come running — it went to Daliang.

bi  jiu

3 N

W5 KL
something they have to save.
Da lidng shi Wei gué bl jiu de di fang

Yh = e 5 r

R %28 E LR H J7
Daliang was the place Wei had to save.
Find the one thing they must protect. That's the real target.
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7/

SPOT IT - STOP IT iR 4 - BifE

Every meeting, the same coworker picks apart your work. You defend it, line by line. He finds

another line. Everyone else looks at their laptop. Nothing you say changes anything, because the
argument was never about the slide.

& - xi 52 - shi

The appearance The reality

ta tiao ni de mdao bing td bu fang xin zheé jian shi

fin Bk KB & W fih A~ oL X HE

He keeps pointing at your work He doesn't trust where this is going

This week, when someone attacks your work, ask one question first: what are they actually afraid
of? Answer that, and the argument usually ends by itself.

IXJEE NPRIRERRIN, Seml—f): MEIEEORZRA? BB, REFEDHMEC T, Zhe zhou you rén tiao ni
mao bing shi, xian wen yi ju: ta zhén zheng dan xin de shi shén me? Hui da na ge, jia wang wang z1ji jiu
san le.
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SEVEN DAYS, SEVEN QUESTIONS

Ilav 1 Name one argument you keep having that never gets resolved. WhZE chao jia
Day 2 What s that argument supposedly about? What is it really about? KA bido mian
DAY 3 n that situation, what does the other person have to protect? W bi it
Day 4 1t you stopped defending and asked about that instead, what #ui%%% huan zhan ching

would change?

DAY 5 Wnhere are you pushing hardest at a wall that doesn't need to move? Fi771 yong li
DAy 6 what is the Daliang in your own week — the one thing that decides K Da lidng

everything else?

Day 7 1 changing the battlefield here wisdom, or are you avoiding something? Be ki tdo bi
honest.
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WEEK 2 REVIEW

e, .. R, R

It's not a detour. It's a new battlefield.

AT E R TR R
REIK: BERHE, 090 SEEHE, WK

Splita strong enemy. Hitwhere they're not ready. Like water: steer around the strong, block the weak.

A2HBYR — Hb R %) e

Qi doesn't go there Strike their capital Llesico s lied
-~ J

i | IR O
Don't fight his words Go after his confidence Homochits
AP | —mp JERTIIEES LV () 7115

Fighting over the dishes Stop arguing over who does them "You've been so tired lately?" Frerchicudeieay
e[ O m e, BN, TR,
4 LIRS Don't fight where they chose. Choose where they have to come.
-2 ...,.,!?S{_‘.’,_ — e ; P iy A
FEELX (120px) o

The one-page summary of this week. /5 —[& 4%,

1. In one sentence: why did Sun Bin go to Daliang instead of Handan?

2. What does FEZE¥0EX mean, in your own words?

3. Which of this week's four characters can you write now without looking: [, #{, %%, or #X?

4. Think of one fight you keep losing. What is its Daliang?

Did anyone change the battlefield on you this week — and did you notice in time?
IXJEAETAE N T EBAAERIRAT? RN HR 1 1E?

Zhé zhou you méi you rén huan le zhan chang gén ni da? Ni ji shi kan chi 14i le ma?

BOVYI {¢% - Think Like a Chinese Strategist - Week 2 - © 2026

For personal use only. Please don't share or resell.

Stroke data: Make Me a Hanzi (https://github.com/skishore/makemeahanzi), derived from Arphic Technology fonts under the Arphic Public
License, via Hanzi Writer data.
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