BOYI 525 - WEEK 14

jie shi huan  hun

P LR

Borrow a corpse to return the soul.

The biscuit box on the shelf still has your grandmother's name on
it. You buy it for that name. Then you turn it over: the factory
behind it is eleven years younger than the name. In 208 BC a
general put a shepherd boy on a throne for the same reason. The
name did the work. This week you'll learn to write four characters:
fi, 7', 1&, 8i.

Stratagem No. 14 of 36 - one story, one lesson, four characters.
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THE GENERAL WHO DID NOT GROWN
HIMSELF

An old man with no office and no soldiers came to see him.

In 208 BC, the men who had risen against Qin had no king. Their first leader was dead.

His army had melted into small bands. The strongest force in the south belonged to a
general named Xiang Liang. His family had been generals of Chu for generations.

An old man came to see him. Fan Zeng, seventy years old, no office, no soldiers. He said:
the first man failed because he crowned himself, and left the old house out.

Chu did nothing wrong in this war. Its king went to Qin as a guest, and never came
home. People still say: three households in Chu can bury Qin.

So what did they want? Not a strong man. A descendant. Xiang Liang listened. He did
not crown himself. He sent men out to look for the old king's grandson.
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A SHEPHERD IN THE KING'S SERT

They found him in the countryside, hering sheep.
They found him in the countryside, herding sheep. Xiong Xin, King Huai of Chu. No
soldiers. No money. Not one person used his name.

They brought him back and put him in the king's seat. That was his grandfather's title,
the king who died in Qin. He had never run a village. Now every man in Chu fought
under that flag.

The strongest man in the south became the general of a shepherd. They did not need a
new name. They needed one people believed.

The flag outlived every man who raised it. A crown is easy to borrow, and easy to lose.
He never had to be real. The name was real enough.

(RIT) BT BEPAL QLT TINEL)

WHY IT WORKED
Step Who vs who HZ - pinyin Result
First borrow a name f& jie The old name carries
Second make it real H yong The thing inside is real
Third they come to you K qia Not you begging

EIRNELAANERNAT, EREREME; ARIRKRA, BAKKME, {H1E34 jie shi hudn hun
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THE ORIGINAL LINES

(S-St s

The Thirty-Six Stratagems, No. 14 — "Borrow a corpse to return the soul"

1 you yong zhé bu

HRE o Rl

What others can use, they will not lend.

2 bu néng yong zhé qia

TEEFHE » R o

What nobody can use — ask for that.

3 jie  bu neng yong zhé ér yong zhi

gAREH & M Z

Borrow the useless, then make it work.

4 féi woO qiu tong méng tong méng qiu wo

ERKRESK » BERK KK °

The last line turns it around: they come to me.

Twenty-nine characters. This one is not about ghosts. It is about the oldest trick in politics: a
trusted name.

X AN, X—HHRERRR, HHZRBUREREN T — PREAKMEN4 T
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PRACTICE - 1 JIE - /" SHI

Follow the numbers. Write each stroke in order.
et — o RS, BEEHTAERET 5 R,

;‘:L jie
to borrow
; 10 strokes

STROKE ORDER

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

YOUR TURN

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

fffffffffffffff shi

i corpse
| 3 strokes
STROKE ORDER
I —
1 2 3

YOUR TURN

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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PRACTICE - i~ HUAN - = HON

Same order again. Write slowly, and say the sound out loud.
G584 N, MRS 7 UET A,

N\

huan

to return
7 strokes
STROKE ORDER
—-— N
/ ] N 3
\
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
YOUR TURN
ot hun
Z soul
| 13 strokes
STROKE ORDER
- 7
— \ 4 - =
z N
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

z N
12 13

YOUR TURN

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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PRACTIGE - 1

— 1054 JIE SHI HUAN HUN

Trace the first row, then write the whole phrase four times. Say it out loud each time.

shi

huan

hun

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

& 188} - Borrow a corpse to return the soul.
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THREE MORE WORDS

jie
1 1ih
to borrow.
wang guan hdo jie yé rong yi dia
P H- e
+ 4 fE, BHE B E
A crown is easy to borrow, and easy to lose.

Borrowing is easy. Keeping it is not.

ké
2 —

I

JL

shell; case.

ni mdi de shi ji vyi ta men mai de shi ké
R LB 2Id1z, i f] 32 /Y2 72,
You buy the memory. They sell the shell.

The shell is the part for sale.

zhén

S
real; true.

ming zi ké yi jie Ii mian de dong xi bl x0 zhén
oAl DU, Hom R R i JH
Borrow the name. Keep the thing inside real

Fake inside, and it is only a mask.

=781 Z %141t - The 36 Stratagems - No. 14 - 8



7/

SPOT IT - STOP IT iR 4 - BifE

Back to the box on the shelf. The front is old and the back is new. Nothing on the front is a lie,
and nothing on the back is explained. That is the whole move: you were sold a name, not a
recipe.

fii%s w4
Borrow the name: real thing inside Wear it: nothing inside
jiu ké zi yi yang de ké
H% T — B B
Old shell The same shell
zhén dong xi Ii mian kong de
H K /A LEERN T
Real thing inside Nothing inside
hdi néng mai di ér ci mai de kuai  rdn hou mai bu dong
K HE WX EfRR, RE £ 3
It sells again Fast, then never again

Borrow the name: old shell, real thing inside. Wear it: the same shell, nothing inside. The second sells
faster, then never again. That is the whole difference.

% A7 T, BRI, B4 —FEr5E, B amed, 555208, Reithsersh T, Xalmix—
=

N0
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SEVEN DAYS, SEVEN QUESTIONS

DAY 1 Which brand do you still trust from childhood — and what is behind its #% ming zi
name today?

DAY 2 what did you buy for the label, not for the thing inside?  ké

Ilav 3  Which old name in your industry is now carried by people who never built it? fif jie

Day4d 1t you borrowed a name tomorrow, what real thing would you put inside it? H zhén
DAY 5 Wnhere are you wearing a name instead of doing the work? # dai
DAy 6  Which trust have you kept on a front label while the back changed? 7 bei mian
Dav 7  Wnhat would make a stranger believe your name in one afternoon? {8 xin
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WEEK 14 REVIEW

Yoko %14 1/ 36
Read the 36 Stratagems with Yoko
P ER

ji¢  shi huan hun

i

THEN

Borrow, yes. Fake, no.
No empty shells.

it

THE LOGIC

TODAY

1EH

DO IT CLEAN

The one-page summary of this week. /&—Fk4,

1. In one sentence: why did the general put a shepherd on the throne?

2. What does {714 mean, in your own words?

3. Which of this week's four characters can you write now without looking: f&, /=, i, or #?

4. Which name are you still buying, and what is actually inside it?

Borrow, yes. Fake, no.
AT DAE, REDH.

Ké yijié, bu néng pian.
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