BOYI %25 - WEEK 13

da cao jing shé

3T ¥ IR %

Poke the grass and the snake moves.

In 133 BC, a Han army hid three hundred thousand men in the hills
and waited. A trader from the border had sold one city to the
Xiongnu chanyu, and the chanyu came south with a hundred

thousand riders. A hundred li short of the city, he stopped: cattle
and sheep everywhere, and not one herder. This week you'll learn
to write four characters: 71, &, Ji, i,

Stratagem No. 13 of 36 - one story, one lesson, four characters.
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A GITY FOR SALE

Animals in every direction. Not one herder.

In 133 BC, the Han court tried to end the raids from the north in one move. The Han
general in charge had planned it for a year.

A trader from Mayi went out to the Xiongnu camps with an offer. He said: I can open
the city for you. The stores inside are worth more than the city.

The chanyu believed him. He came south with a hundred thousand horsemen.

Along the road, in the hills, three hundred thousand Han soldiers lay down and waited.
The plan was simple. Let them into Mayi. Close the door behind them.

A hundred li short of the city, the chanyu stopped. Animals in every direction. Not one
herder. If a city sells itself, the seller is usually the trap.

(sHid) %110 MEFIE
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NOBODY GAME

[
He did not go on.

He did not go on. He sent men to attack a watchtower by the road. They took the clerk
who had been posted there.

The clerk knew where the army was hiding. The chanyu put a sword to his neck. The
clerk talked.

So that was the whole thing. The fields were the trap.

Three hundred thousand men waited all day in the cold. Nobody came. When the order
to chase finally came, the road was empty.

One question — whose cattle are these? — undid a year. The man who asked the
question went home with his army. The man who set the trap never even saw him.

(sid) 110 MLFIE

WHY IT WORKED
Step Move HZ - pinyin Result
First knock on it Al kou Ask one question
Second look, then move 2 cha Eyes before feet
Third go back again & fu The dark shows itself

WISANEAE— T, BE 7#Es; REXRR, BLECEE, T da cdo jing shé
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THE ORIGINAL LINES

AR S =11 TR RE)

The Thirty-Six Stratagems, No. 13 — "Poke the grass and the snake moves"

1 yi  kou shi ér hou dong

LXHI],% % ﬁ’ﬁ}:ﬁ

If something does not add up, knock onit. Look, then move.

2 fu zhé yin zhi méi

= BzZﬁHﬂl

Going back again and again is how the dark shows itself.

Fourteen characters in two lines, nothing more. The long commentary that follows in old
editions is not part of this text.

JFSCAERX DN, 1T, EHARBAZIE R EMARIERE, NHEERSE,
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PRACTICE - 7 DA - =5 GAO

Follow the numbers. Write each stroke in order.
et — o RS, BEEHTAERET 5 R,

| a3

to hit; to strike

5 strokes

STROKE ORDER

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

cao

grass
9 strokes
STROKE ORDER
i \ ’
\ 14 = =3
e —
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

YOUR TURN

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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PRACTICE - ;¢ JING - i SHE

Same order again. Write slowly, and say the sound out loud.
G584 N, MRS 7 UET A,

i‘ o —
I | 1108
i AS to startle

11 strokes
STROKE ORDER
)
~ o
/] \ =4 (2
J /
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
YOUR TURN
—> | shé
| snake
| 11 strokes
STROKE ORDER
A )
- ' @
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

YOUR TURN

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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PRACTICE - 72554 DA CAO JING SHE

Trace the first row, then write the whole phrase four times. Say it out loud each time.

da

cao

jing

shé

N

N

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

FIERE - Poke the grass and the snake moves.
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THREE MORE WORDS

giao
=

A
to knock; to tap.
jué de bu dul jilu qu qido yi xia
pvApA=| P BE
WX, HEm— N,
If something does not add up, knock on it.

One knock costs nothing.

shi

2 N_p

538
to try; to test.
zhi shi ni fu de gqi de na yi xia
HO IR S i Y B8 — R
Test only the edge you can afford.
Test the cheap thing, not the person.

kan qing

3 % J=E

{8
to see clearly.
kan qing le zai dong
Eig TH 3,
Look, then move.

Eyes first. Feet second.
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7/

SPOT IT - STOP IT iR 4 - BifE

Same table, same three quotes. You ask one line before you sign: waterproofing, what is
included? He answers in one sentence, too fast. You ask from another side, and now he says:
that depends. You have not paid anything yet.

Sl Seht

Ask first: one afternoon for the room Pay first: you learn it from the invoice
da yi gé xia wu xian gian xia qu

& — "1 N & & &R

One afternoon You sign first

mo gqing wu zi di ér ge yue

"E BT HNH

You know the room Month two

zai zou jin qu cong zhang dan 1i zhidao
LIS PN Mo Tk OB E
Then you step in The invoice tells you

Two ways into any deal. Ask first: one afternoon, and you know the room. Pay first: you learn it
from the invoice. The second is not faster. Just dearer.

EH-EAERHAMAR. Jthl: B E—DTF, HEERXEET. B RAKEEIATUXEE T
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SEVEN DAYS, SEVEN QUESTIONS

Ilav 1 Whatlineina quote did you never really understand? A kan dong
DAY 2 Wnhich small thing did you test before you signed? Jeist xian shi
DAY 3 Who answered too fast — and what did that tell you? kb tai kuai
DAy 4 what is invisible in your current deal, and what could it cost you? ERIL kan b jian
Dav 9 What cheap question would change your mind this week? Al —4] wen yi ju
Ilav 6 Where did you pay first, and learn the room from the invoice? Ik# zhang dan
DAy 7 what will you poke at, gently, before you step in? Jefi xian qiao

=75\ Z %131 - The 36 Stratagems - No. 13 - 10



WEEK 13 REVIEW

yoéo #1313 /36
Read the 36 Stratagems with Yoko

1 ¥ R | RN S
d

no.

4 cdo jing shé

i

THEN

it

THE LOGIC

TODAY

1EH

DO IT CLEAN

The one-page summary of this week. /&—Fk4,

1. In one sentence: what made the chanyu turn back?

2. What does TE ¥ mean, in your own words?

3. Which of this week's four characters can you write now without looking: 7, #, i, or #&?

4. What did you sign last month without asking one line first — and what did it cost you?

Poke the grass before you walk through it.
ERRZA, Jer i,
Z0u guo qu zhl gian, xian qgiao yi gido cao.
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