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BOYI 525 - WEEK 12

shun shou qian  yang

Take the sheep in passing.

More than 2,600 years ago, an army marched east to take a faraway
state, and a merchant on the road stopped it with twelve oxen. The
army went home — and on the way home it destroyed one small
town, because the town was on its road. This week you'll learn to
write four characters: Jlii, 5, 2, .

Stratagem No. 12 of 36 - one story, one lesson, four characters.
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THE RORD EAST

The men took off their helmets, climbed down, and jumped back into the carts.

According to an ancient chronicle, this happened over two thousand six hundred years
ago. It was winter. The ruler of Qin, Duke Mu, wanted the state of Zheng, far to the east.

Someone inside Zheng sent word: we hold one gate. Come quietly. His old minister said
no: an army this far, in secret, never wins.

What do you know? The trees on your grave will be thick as your arms. At the gate the
old man cried: I will see it leave, not return.

In spring they marched east. Three hundred chariots passed the old city. The men took
off their helmets, climbed down, and jumped back into the carts. A young man on the
wall said: that army is rude. It will lose.

Then they came to Hua, a small state on their road. A merchant was coming the other
way. His name was Xian Gao. Twelve oxen and some rolls of tanned hide, going to
market. He walked up to the army and gave it everything.
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ON THE WAY HOME

At his own gate, te Due of Qin ept. ]
He said: my ruler heard you were passing. Stay, we feed you. Go, we guard you. He
spoke as if he had been sent. He had not. Behind his back, a rider was already going
home to Zheng.

In Zheng the ruler looked at the Qin officers' house. Before dawn, empty. The Qin
general looked at the road and did the numbers. Attack: they are ready. Surround: we
cannot. He said: home.

And on the way home, they came to Hua again. Hua was never the target. Hua was the
road. They destroyed it on the way out. It cost them nothing.

But Hua was of Jin's clan. Qin broke it during Jin's mourning. Jin's army waited at a pass.
The Qin broke. Three generals taken.

At his own gate the Duke of Qin wept: I did not listen to the old man. Twelve oxen. One
small town. One war nobody planned.
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WHY IT WORKED
Step Who vs who 1 - pinyin Result
First the gap is small Jlfi shun Take it anyway
Second the profit is small Fshou Small money is still money
Third it has to be on your way Z2F qian yang Turn around: not this stratagem

BIERFR. MR, T HZEEE R B, IiF22% shun shou gian yang
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THE ORIGINAL LINES

AR B 0 iF2EE)

The Thirty-Six Stratagems, No. 12 — "Take the sheep in passing”

wéi xi  zai su0 bl chéng
VALl | ZAD D
P B A Pt 420 7

The gap is small. Take it anyway.

wei 11 zai sud bi dé
PRI LE T b 15 o

The profit is small. Take that too.

3 shao yin shao yang

The last four are about timing.

Sixteen characters, three lines, nothing more. The long commentary that follows in old editions
is not part of this text.

JFSCAERX NN, JEEARBAZIE R EMARIRE, AHEEFSE,
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PRACTICE - Jii SHUN - == SHOU

Follow the numbers. Write each stroke in order.
et — o RS, BEEHTAERET 5 R,

shun

in order; smooth
9 strokes

STROKE ORDER

J e - - Bl

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

YOUR TURN

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

shou
hand

4 strokes

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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Same order again. Write slowly, and say the sound out loud.

G584 N, MRS 7 UET A,

glan
to lead along
9 strokes

STROKE ORDER

’
7 <,
, —
—
1 2 3 4 6 7 8 9
YOUR TURN
yang
sheep
6 strokes
STROKE ORDER
~ Ve
—
——
l
1 2 3 4 6

YOUR TURN

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,
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PRAGTIGE - JIi=
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L w — o
=~ SHUN SHOU QIAN YANG

Trace the first row, then write the whole phrase four times. Say it out loud each time.

shun

shou

gian

yang

N/

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

2= - Take the sheep in passing.

=781 Z 8121t - The 36 Stratagems - No. 12 - 7




THREE MORE WORDS

shun 1u

I

on the way.

bu dud pdo yi tang yé bu dud hua yi tian
Al —@, A2l — K,
No extra trip. No extra day.

It has to be on your way.

shun shou

it

in passing; while your hand is there.

kan jian shén me nd shén me bu dud néa

EW M L2ZMNH A, F2F,
You pick up what you find. Not more.

Take what is on your way.

zhang dan

3

Tk .
the bill.
zhang dan 1ai de wan: xin yu shu zi guan xi

M Bokfe M B8, 7. X Ko

The bill comes later: the credit, the numbers, the relationship.

Months later it lands, with your name on it.
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7/

bbb

SPOT IT - STOP IT 1245 - Biif-

That order? The shop is in another person's area. You took it in five minutes. Nobody said
anything. The bill comes later: the credit, the numbers, the relationship.

1E3% | Z3UPS

On the way: the errand stays Off the way: the errand changes
Iu zhao zou lu xian gai le

oM GE B2 BT

The errand stays The errand changes

shun shou na zhuan mén qu né
i F = E

Take what the road gives You go and get it

suan shi bai jian suan shi xin zhai
"B 2 H & " OZ O i

A bonus A new debt

Two ways to take something small. One is a bonus. The other is a new debt. So, one line: take what is
on your way, and check whose it is.

FRVEE R —f2EaRE, —MEHtl. —fih: EECK LS, JEriXEEr,
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SEVEN DAYS, SEVEN QUESTIONS

Ilav 1  Whatdid you pick up this week without leaving your route? Jlit#s shun 1t
Day 2  Which small gap did you walk past because it looked too small? bR wei xi
DAY 3 Wnhose area was that order in — and did anyone say? 12 di pan
DAy 4 what small profit did you refuse, and why? R wei i
Dav 9 Whendid you turn around for something that was never on the way? Zis rao 1
Ilav 6  Which bill is still coming, with your name on it? Ik# zhang dan
Day 7 whatison your way next week that you could take cleanly? ¥ I 1u shang
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WEEK 12 REVIEW

Yoko %12 /36
Read the 36 Stratagems with Yoko

5 ON THE WAY, NOT
)llﬁ é‘— é f‘ OFF IT - Take what is
on your way. Check
whose it is.

shun shéu gian yang

(S

THEN

it

THE LOGIC

1EH

DO IT CLEAN

The one-page summary of this week. /&—Fk4,

1. In one sentence: why did the army destroy Hua on the way home?

2. What does JliiF-7£3 mean, in your own words?

3. Which of this week's four characters can you write now without looking: Jiii, F, %%, or F?

4. Think of something you took that was not on your way. Who paid for it later?

Take what is on your way — and whose is it?
fEHCH EZ, FARZERZRIE?

Zaizijilu shangnd, ké na shi shéi de dong xi?
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Stroke data: Make Me a Hanzi (https://github.com/skishore/makemeahanzi), derived from Arphic Technology fonts under the Arphic Public
License, via Hanzi Writer data.
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