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li dai tao jlang

A K AAZ

A plum takes the peach'’s fall.

More than 2,000 years ago, a powerful minister wiped out one
whole family in one night. One baby was left. A doctor hid him in a
medicine box and carried him out of the gate, then handed over his
own son to keep the real child alive. This week you'll learn to write
four characters: 2=, 1, #k, {&.

Stratagem No. 11 of 36 - one story, one lesson, four characters.
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A PLAY, NOT A HISTORY BOOK
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At the gate, a guard opens the medicine box and looks inside.

This story comes from a famous play: The Orphan of Zhao. It is set in China, more than
two thousand years ago.

A powerful minister wipes out one whole family. In one night. The minister's name:
Tu'an Gu.

One baby is left. He is hidden inside the palace, behind a door that is always shut.

A doctor is asked to carry him out. If he is caught, everyone in his house dies. His name:
Cheng Ying.

The gate is watched. A guard searches every box. The guard opens it, looks, and lets him
pass. Then the guard pays for it himself.

Outside, the order is worse. Every baby in the city will be killed, until the orphan is
found. Not one of them can walk yet.

TeAdEl GRECAIL) (ZEBFE)
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In the snow, a man carries a small bundle to a friend's house.

The doctor has a baby too. Just born. He carries his own son to a friend's house. The
road is short. He does not speak. He hands his son to the friend.

Then he goes to the minister and says: I know where the orphan is. He says it in front of
everyone. They find the friend, and a baby. Both are killed.

The minister believes the orphan is gone. He is wrong. The real child is still alive. The
doctor raises him. In the minister's own house.

Years later, the old doctor shows him a painted scroll, and tells him everything. The case
is reopened. The family name is restored. The doctor does not ask for anything.

He already paid. His own son was the price. The history books tell it differently. We tell
it the way the play does.

TeAdEl GRECAIL) (ZEBFE)

WHY IT WORKED
Step Who vs who H3 - pinyin Result
First the loss is already there Zl It starts with a loss
Second | choose the smaller thing K dai The one you can live without
Third keep the thing that has to survive BKfE téo jiang Not the thing you like most

R —ERH; /D0, AR, ZUPkE 1 dai tdo jiang
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THE ORIGINAL LINES
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The Thirty-Six Stratagems, No. 11 — "A plum takes the peach's fall"

1 bi yO6u sun

%M\ﬁ% ’

A loss is certain.

2 sun yin yl yang

LI%LX/\ 5 o

Spend what is lesser, keep what is greater.

Nine characters, two clauses, nothing more. The long commentary that follows in old editions is
not part of this text — and the story this week comes from a play, not from this book.

JFSAERNANT, JEHARBIGE R ERARITRE, NHEEFSOE; AR RSERH BT, A RIXAA,
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PRACTICE - z= LI - /% DA

Follow the numbers. Write each stroke in order.
et — o RS, BEEHTAERET 5 R,

li

plum
7 strokes
STROKE ORDER
— 1
/ \
-? J
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

YOUR TURN

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

dai
to stand in for
5 strokes

STROKE ORDER

/A A AAR

YOUR TURN
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PRACTICE - # TAO - 1= JIANG

| and ZE

Same order again. Write slowly, and say the sound out loud.
G584 N, MRS 7 UET A,

i tao
peach

10 strokes

I .y =
1

STROKE ORDER

,1 Iz/g‘},/ L»

4 5 6 7 8 9
YOUR TURN
i’ LN ]
W* | jiang
4 *, -
m to fall stiff
— 15 strokes

—
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
—_ ' )
—
12 13 14 15

YOUR TURN

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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LI DAI TAO JIANG

Trace the first row, then write the whole phrase four times. Say it out loud each time.
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Z2AHKE - A plum takes the peach's fall.
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THREE MORE WORDS

qu shé
CHE
a choice; what you give up.

qu shé: ni de qidn ni de shi jian ni de ming zi. ni qgian de zi ni zi

B IRAY k. IREOEF A PRAET 4 7. IR WY, fRHE

ji kang

W
Choice: your money, your time, your name. You sign it, you carry it.

One is a decision.

da ju
2
N
the big picture.

zhé shi shéi de da ju

X2 K7
Whose big picture is it?

If it is drawn without you, it is not yours.

8! S1
to die in someone else's place.

ti sk zhi shang xié de shi bié rén de ming zi

B 4 E HFWEM AN 4 F.
Substitution: someone else's name on the paper.
The other is a debt.
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SPOT IT - STOP IT 1245 - Biif-
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The paper is still there. He says it again: for the team. One line. One name. You can ask one

question. Most people stay quiet.

e

Spend your own

zi ji de gian
H O £k

Your own money

ot

Spend theirs

bié rén de ming zi

i IV

Someone else's name

zi j1 de shijian
H /YA

Your own time

bié rén de shi jian
ViR S R

Someone else's time

zi j1 de ming zi
HOK #

Your own name

bié rén de gong zuod

Al N B I fE

Someone else’s job

Two ways to spend a loss. One is a decision. The other is a debt. So, one line: whose big picture is it?

et —2EHL, AMRT I —Rove, —FERf. [F—iKat, B AR, —fih: XRERRE?
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SEVEN DAYS, SEVEN QUESTIONS

Ilav 1  Whose name is on the paper this week? % ming zi
Day 2 Whatare you being asked to give up — and did anyone write it down? 3% fang qi
DAYy 3 Wnatis being kept, and who signs for it? %1 gian shou
DAy 4 which big picture was drawn without you in it? KR daja
Dav 9 Who pays if your decision goes wrong? L mai dan
Ilav 6 Whatdid you spend last month that was actually yours? HCM zijide
DAy 7 whichloss is coming anyway — and which side will you spend? $22% stin shi
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WEEK 11 REVIEW

Yoko 114 /36
Read the 36 Stratagems with Yoko

g\ /K. /T‘ft'f% TEE CHI - SPEND

YOUR OWN - X2 HER
i

li dai téo jiang KR

o

THEN

it

THE LOGIC

TODAY

1EH

DO IT CLEAN

APk R

1i dai téo jiang

The one-page summary of this week. /&—Fk4,

1. In one sentence: what did the doctor spend to save the child?

2. What does Z=fX#t{& mean, in your own words?

3. Which of this week's four characters can you write now without looking: Z&, X, #, or {&?

4. Think of a decision that cost you something. Who paid for it?

Whose big picture is it — and is your name inside it?
IXRUERTRSR? B A 7RI 44 S

Zheé shi shéi de da ju? Li mian ydu ni de ming zi ma?
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Stroke data: Make Me a Hanzi (https://github.com/skishore/makemeahanzi), derived from Arphic Technology fonts under the Arphic Public
License, via Hanzi Writer data.
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