A knife hidden in a smile.

Over 2,300 years ago, the king of Wei sent a beautiful woman to the
king of Chu, as a gift. His wife, Zheng Xiu, took care of the new
woman better than the king did: she picked the clothes and the
rooms the new woman liked, and gave her the best of everything.
Then, with one kind sentence, the new woman lost her nose and
her place. This week you'll learn to write four characters: &, &, j,
J].

Stratagem No. 10 of 36 - one story, one lesson, four characters.
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A GIFT FOR THE KING OF GHU

Behind a pillar; the wife watches the new woman come in.

According to the old book Zhan Guo Ce, this happened over two thousand three
hundred years ago.

The king of Wei sent a beautiful woman to the king of Chu, as a gift. The king of Chu
loved her.

His wife was named Zheng Xiu. She watched the new woman arrive.

She loved the new woman more than the king did. She picked the clothes and rooms the
new woman liked.

She gave her the best of everything. The king saw this, and was moved. He said:
jealousy is a woman's nature. His wife has none.

CHRER-ZEHRIY)
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A WARM FAGE
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A warm face, and one hand over the new woman's hand.

And his wife knew he thought that.

So she went to the new woman and said: the king loves your face. But he hates your
nose.

And she said it with a warm face. When you see him, cover it.

The new woman believed her. She covered her nose every time. The king asked his
wife: why does the new woman do that? She said: she seems to hate the smell of you.

The king said: how dare she. The order was carried out. She lost her nose, and her
place. But the other old book adds one line: she had told the servants first.

CHRET R R T~ PIE )

WHY IT WORKED
Step Who vs who X - pinyin Result
Smile She gave her the best of everything | %€ xiao It was the door
Warm face | One sentence got in HI A knife you cannot see
Step back Her hand stayed empty j& /] cang dao | The hand belongs to someone else

TG, TR, SKEEY] xido i cdng dao
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THE ORIGINAL LINES

(Aot BB T)

The Thirty-Six Stratagems, No. 10 — "A knife hidden in a smile"

ta zhi

{nﬁﬁ Z IKKJ//(EZ’

Make him trust you and rest easy. Work in the dark.

2 ér hou dong shi you bian

%ﬁ'ﬁfﬁ%ﬁ @@-ﬁﬁ

Move only when it is ready.

AN

3 gang zhong rou wai

] HH ?%ﬂl

Hard inside, soft outside.

Three lines, nothing more: twenty-one characters. The long commentary that follows in old
editions is about a different man, in a later dynasty, and is not part of this text.

XX HAEX=4], = JaEABAZER EMARITER, HWHRRIS —DMAE, THEESUE,
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PRACTICE - 2= XIRO - ! L

Follow the numbers. Write each stroke in order.
et — o RS, BEEHTAERET 5 R,

J5 k X140

| to smile
| 10 strokes
STROKE ORDER
) A A ) | k| ek || K
— J
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
YOUR TURN
i
inside
7 strokes
STROKE ORDER
\ i I ——
——-‘
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

YOUR TURN

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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PRACTICE - 55 CANG - 7J DAO

Same order again. Write slowly, and say the sound out loud.
G584 N, MRS 7 UET A,

cang

to hide
17 strokes
STROKE ORDER
—— \ 14
— L Y - :
]
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
-
e ERE \ )
12 13 14 15 16 17

YOUR TURN

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

11

dao
knife

2 strokes

STROKE ORDER
1 2

YOUR TURN

_____________________________________________________________________________________

=751 Z %101t - The 36 Stratagems - No. 10 - 6



PRAGTICE - 52 E

176 7] XIAO LI CANG DAO

Trace the first row, then write the whole phrase four times. Say it out loud each time.

xido

i

cang

dao

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

S£HE ] - A knife hidden in a smile.
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THREE MORE WORDS

jilan  yi
advice._

you yi tian ta géi ni yi tido jian yi shuo de xiang ti xing

A RiGaR—F 2N, WE B IERE,

One day she gives you advice, like a warning.

In this family, nobody corrects anyone at the table.

chén mo

2 = N
RN
silence.

ta ba zhe fen chén mo dai dao ér =zi mian gian

i 8 X £ vl R 2 LT AT,

She takes that silence to her son, and names it.

She never lied.

hdi géi ta qi le ge ming zi

EHeilkE T 4 T

tido kuan

3 ££,
% A

the terms; the clauses.

ni de tido kuan ké yi ying ni de lidn bu bi ying

fREY 2% 2K T DURE , IREY e A 2 B

Your terms are hard. Your face does not have to be.
Nothing hidden. Nothing broken.

=751 Z %101t - The 36 Stratagems - No. 10 - 8



7/

SPOT IT - STOP IT iR 4 - BifE

She warned you while she was smiling. Later she took your silence to her son, and gave it a
name. Every word she said to you was kind, and nothing she said was a lie.

Shu ¥ - A

Warm outside, hard inside

tido kudn zai zhi shang
& W 4 Lk

The terms are on paper

Hhum xR - Hmia

Warm outside, empty inside

zhi you hdo hua

HA 4 35
Only kind words

rén hai zai dui mian
AN X XN m

The person is still across the table

zhi shi kong de
xeE = m
The page is empty

hua méi si po
ih e A
Nobody has to shout

gidn shi bié rén de
B Al A K

The money is someone else's

Two ways to use a smile. One is a manner. The other is a trap. Same face, different thing inside. So,

one line: hard inside, soft outside.

—K, AFWRHER: —MREBE, —AEE. R, BEA R, —a)ih B, Sk
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SEVEN DAYS, SEVEN QUESTIONS

Ilav 1 Which words did you believe, only because they were said kindly? 471% hao hua
DAY 2 Wno gives you advice that sounds like a warning? $2 ti xing
DAy 3  Which sentence of yours came back to you in someone else's words? —AJ1% yi ju hua
DAy 4 what did you stop saying at a table, and who noticed first? I8k chén mo
DAY ® Whois warm to your face — and where is their hand? F shou
Ilav 6 Which promise only holds while it costs nothing? &% chéng nuo
Day 7 what would you check with one more person before you follow that =& duiyici

advice?
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WEEK 10 REVIEW

Yoko 510 /36
Read the 36 Stratagems with Yoko

R 2K

A fEmzz, HUEZ, &miEash, 7%, Nk
xiao 1 céng dao ‘H_jm

Trust and ease. Work in the dark. Ready, then move. Hard inside, soft outside.

= fRmi#z | Rz _| #ijEz)
THEN TRUST AND EASE WORK IN THE DARK READY, THEN MOVE
7 SR KT IREZ-1N
THE LOGIC THE SMILE IS THE DOOR AFACE/ AHAND SOMEONE ELSE’S HAND
4 IR | AR | gLy
TODAY A WARM WELCOME SAY NOTHING TAKEN TO HER SON
NS L AR | EE TR
DO IT CLEAN HARD TERMS ‘WARM TO THE PERSON WRITE IT DOWN

I HARD INSIDE, SOFT OUTSIDE - Watch the hand. Not the face.

The one-page summary of this week. /&—Fk4,

1. In one sentence: what did the wife actually do to the new woman?

2. What does £ Hj& /] mean, in your own words?

3. Which of this week's four characters can you write now without looking: €, |, ji&, or JJ?

4. Think of someone warm to your face. Where was their hand the last time it mattered?

Watch the hand, not the face — whose hand is it this week?
B, TERK: X—FE, BN F?

Kan shou bu kan lidn: zhe yi zhou na shi shéi de shou?
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